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Readi- D,Opletter No.1535/01/94/KSCBC dated 12.121995 £ro.
' ~the Member Secretary, Xerala State Cowmmission for
Backward Classes, Thiruvananthapuram,

_ QRDER

S The District Nadaswara Takil Thc}zhllali‘ Assoc iat Loy
Palakkad lw submitted a representat lon dated 17.12,1994 to

the Kerala State Commission for Backward Classes requestin:
that the 'Caste' "Melakkarar" be included in the 8cheduled
Castes or atleast# in the Other Backwald Classes for the

purpose of employment' reservation., It was atated in the
representation that Melakkarar, Isal, Vellalar ard :
Chavalakkaran are-oné and the same that Melakkarar has been
included in the Other Backward Classes 1ist only for Bducal. .nal
Concessions, that Melakkarar and Isail Vellalar are not seen
the Other Backward Classes list for employment reservation,
that members of the cgnmunity are musiclans who play on
Nadaswara, Talkil etc, The Commission has asked the . -
Ananthakrishna Iyer International Centre for Ant hropolog ical
Studies’ (AICAS), Palakkadu to undertake study on thes request iy
the Association, After detailed study of the lssue the Cent
has * submltted its report té the Cogpissiony -

N

g the Commission examined the witnesses snd documen
praduced by the Assoc lation, the evidence tendered by the

representatlves of the Association as witnesses during the

hearings as wall as the Study Report of the AICAS,
Y - | o

kccoxding to the AICAS report the Community tradij
hally engaged ia playing Nadaswaram etc., consists of the
fallovwing endogamous communit ies nanaly, Chavalakkaran, Qchs,
Vidurarayar ard Isal Vellalar, 'Melakkarun', is a term used
generically tc¢ Include all these communit ies, After detaile:
examination”of the request - of the Assocéiid:ion, the Commissic:
found that the hidstory of the community began Eroan Tanm Linad,
The community wa:s consldered as depressed and their tradit io:
occupation was 1fishing which was caisideird as 1o and pullw
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But after settling in Kerala they succceded in getting g
higher soial status with only limited polluting impact,
temple musiclans their social status lmproved, The Cu

iz backward £rom the educational point Df view and for thiy
reason £ inds a place in the Other Backward Classes list fo
educat ional concessions, According . to the Commission the
‘evidence: in this case does not support the view that
Melaskkarar are so backward as to deserve.reservation in '
terms of Article 16 (4) of the Constitution, The Commissic .
adv Ised Government under sectlon 9 (1) of the Kerala State
Conmission for Backward Classés Act, 1993 that the Melakkar '

need not be included in the State Other Backward Classaes 11
for reservation in public serviceq -

Government after due conslderation of the advice o
the Commission order that the advice of the Commission: obovs
mant ioned b acCepted and they order accordingly.

By Ordexr of the Governor,

M3 JOSEPH
PRINC IPAL SECRETARY,
TTD - _ :
“The Membor-Secret ary, Kerala State Conmission for

Bzckward Classes, Thixuvanaithapuram, Nagopav ekl 13,
1?1!1&1"1'!!:'-0(%1.1 Hn\h| hhd} Fﬂﬁtﬂ'ﬂ, T N
The Pres:

dent, District Nadaswara Takil Thozhilall
AssCe lat in;rn,-, Palakkadu,

The General Administration (SC) Dep: rtments (vide ltem
- ' N0,40 dated 11,7.1996),
SF/0C

Forwarded,/ By Crder
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